Claims 



1. A method comprising: 

receiving a plurality of video signals that include time-of-day information; 
evaluating the received signals for time-of-day information conflicts; 
extracting the time-of-day information from the video signals in accordance with 
the evaluation; 

determining a time-of-day using the extracted information in accordance with the 
evaluation; and 

setting a system clock based on the determined time of day. 

2. The method of Claim 1, wherein evaluating comprises selecting one of the 
video signals and wherein extracting comprises extracting the time-of-day information 
from the selected signal. 

3. The method of Claim 2, further comprising selecting a second one of the 
video signals, extracting the time-of-day information from the selected signal, and setting 
the system clock based on the second selected signal time of day, if the first selected 
signal becomes unavailable. 

4. The method of Claim 1 , wherein evaluating comprises sorting the received 
video signals into a priority order and selecting the received video signal with highest 
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priority and wherein extracting comprises extracting the time-of-day information from 
the selected signal. 

5. The method of Claim 4, wherein sorting comprises applying a user- 
defined preference list to the video signals and ordering the video signals using the user 
defined preferences. 

6. The method of Claim 4, wherein sorting comprises assigning an indication 
of a start time for each video signal and ordering the video signals using the assigned start 
time indications. 

7. The method of Claim 1, further comprising selecting another one of the 
video signals if the first selected video signal becomes unavailable. 

8. The method of Claim 7, wherein evaluating comprises sorting the decoded 
video signals into a priority order and selecting the video signal with highest priority and 
wherein selecting another one of the video signals comprises selecting the video signal 
with the next highest priority. 

9. The method of Claim 1, wherein determining a time-of-day comprises 
averaging values for the time-of-day indicated by the time-of-day information of at least 
two different video signals. 
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10. The method of Claim 9, wherein evaluating comprises determining 
whether the time-of-day information of each of the plurality of video signals is valid. 

1 1 . The method of Claim 1 , wherein evaluating comprises determining a 
duration of the availability of each video signal and excluding video signals that have 
been available for an insufficient duration from determining the time of day. 

12. The method of Claim 1, wherein receiving comprises: 
demodulating a plurality of video signals; 

decoding the demodulated video signals; 

analyzing the decoded video signals to determine the video signals that contain 
time-of-day information. 

13. An article comprising a machine-readable medium having stored thereon data 
representing instructions which, when executed by a machine, cause the machine to 
perform operations comprising: 

receiving a plurality of video signals that include time-of-day information; 
evaluating the received signals for time-of-day information conflicts; 
extracting the time-of-day information from the video signals in accordance with 
the evaluation; 

determining a time-of-day using the extracted information in accordance with the 
evaluation; and 

setting a system clock based on the determined time of day. 
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14. The article of Claim 13, wherein evaluating comprises sorting the received 
video signals into a priority order and selecting the received video signal with highest 
priority and wherein extracting comprises extracting the time-of-day information from 
the selected signal. 

15. The article of Claim 14, wherein sorting comprises assigning an indication 
of a start time for each video signal and ordering the video signals using the assigned start 
time indications. 

16. The method of Claim 13, wherein determining a time-of-day comprises 
averaging values for the time-of-day indicated by the time-of-day information of at least 
two different video signals. 

17. An apparatus comprising: 

a plurality of tuners to receive video signals that include time-of-day information; 
a plurality of decoders to extract the time-of-day information from the video 
signals; and 

a processor to evaluate the received signals for time-of-day information conflicts, 
to determine a time-of-day using the extracted information in accordance with the 
evaluation, and to set a system clock based on the determined time of day. 
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18. The apparatus of Claim 17, further comprising a priority queue in which 
the received video signals are in a priority order and wherein the processor determines a 
time-of-day by selecting the received video signal with highest priority in the queue. 

19. The apparatus of Claim 18, wherein the processor further sorts the 
received video signals into the priority queue by assigning an indication of a start time for 
each video signal and ordering the video signals using the assigned start time indications. 

20. An apparatus comprising: 

a plurality of tuners to receive wireless video signals modulated on a carrier 
frequency, the video signals including time-of-day information; 

a plurality of decoders to extract the time-of-day information from the video 
signals; and 

a processor to evaluate the received signals for time-of-day information conflicts, 
to determine a time-of-day using the extracted information in accordance with the 
evaluation, and to set a system clock based on the determined time of day. 

21 . The apparatus of Claim 20, wherein the processor evaluates by selecting 
one of the video signals and wherein the processor extracts by extracting the time-of-day 
information from the selected signal, and wherein the processor selects a second one of 
the video signals, extracting the time-of-day information from the second signal, if the 
first selected signal becomes unavailable. 
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22. The apparatus of Claim 20, wherein the processor evaluates the received 
video signals by applying a user-defined preference list. 

23. The apparatus of Claim 20, further comprising an averager to determine a 
time-of-day by averaging values for the time-of-day indicated by the time-of-day 
information of at least two different video signals. 

24. A method comprising: 
receiving a video stream; 

determining the source of the video stream; and 

modifying time-of-day information in the video stream based on the determined 

source. 

25. The method of Claim 24, wherein modifying comprises removing time-of- 
day information from the video stream if the source is previously recorded video. 

26. The method of Claim 24, wherein modifying comprises changing the 
time-of-day information to a current time if the source is previously recorded video. 

27. The method of Claim 24, wherein changing the time-of-day information to 
a current time comprises applying the time-of-day of a system clock. 
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28. The method of Claim 24, wherein modifying comprises checking the time- 
of-day information against a system clock and changing the time-of-day information to 
the system clock time. 

29. The method of Claim 24, wherein modifying comprises passing the time- 
of-day information in the video stream unchanged if the source is a broadcast source. 

30. An article comprising a machine-readable medium having stored thereon 
data representing instructions which, when executed by a machine, cause the machine to 
perform operations comprising: 

receiving a video stream; 

determining the source of the video stream; and 

modifying time-of-day information in the video stream based on the determined 

source. 

3 1 . The article of Claim 30, wherein modifying comprises removing time-of- 
day information from the video stream if the source is previously recorded video. 

32. The article of Claim 30, wherein modifying comprises checking the time- 
of-day information against a system clock and changing the time-of-day information to 
the system clock time. 

33. An apparatus comprising: 
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a tuner to receive a video stream; and 

a processor to determine the source of the video stream, and to modify time-of- 
day information in the video stream based on the determined source. 

34. The apparatus of Claim 30, wherein the processor modifies by removing 
time-of-day information from the video stream if the source is previously recorded video. 

35. The apparatus of Claim 30, wherein the processor modifies by changing 
the time-of-day information to a current time if the source is previously recorded video. 

36. An apparatus comprising: 

a tuner to receive a video stream from a video recorder; and 
a processor to determine the source of the video stream, and to modify time-of- 
day information in the video stream based on the determined source. 

37. The apparatus of Claim 36, wherein the processor modifies by checking 
the time-of-day information against a system clock and changing the time-of-day 
information to the system clock time. 

38. The apparatus of Claim 36, wherein the processor modifies by removing 
time-of-day information from the video stream. 
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